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Alabama 
 
Status: Undecided; 
did not submit 
letter of intent 

 August 11: State not requesting 
waiver yet 
 
Sept 24: Alabama officials 
undecided on seeking NCLB 
waiver 
 

Sept 24-State Sup. Bice said an 
analysis of the waivers will be 
presented to the State Board, which 
will make the final decision.  

-72% of Alabama schools met 
AYP compared to 75% in 2010 
 

Alaska 
 
Status: Undecided; 
did not submit 
letter of intent 

 Sept 8: Alaska to look at NCLB 
waivers 
 
Sept 25: State to study federal 
testing waivers 
 
Sept 26: Murkowski criticizes 
NCLB waiver offer 

Sept 8: Sen. Mark Begich endorsed the 
proposed waivers and recommended 
the governor support the motion. 
 
Sept 25: One official said a review of 
the waiver terms will take several 
weeks and doesn’t know if the state is 
interested 
 
Sept 26 – Senator Murkowski - “You 
cannot bypass Congress when you are 
changing education policy. The waiver 
deal will exchange a set of one-size-
fits-all rules with rules Secretary 
Duncan likes. In case he has forgotten, 
he is the Sec. of Education, not the 
Sup. Of Alaska.” 
 

-46% of schools made AYP 
compared to 59% in 2010 

Arizona 
 
Status: Submitted 
letter of intent to 
apply in February 
2012 

 Sept 26: Obama offers states 
more flexibility to meet NCLB 

Sept 26-Arizona has implemented its 
own education reform in recent 
months – including new methods for 
evaluating teachers and measuring 
school achievement – but has not 
decided whether to apply for the 
Obama waivers 

58% of schools made AYP 
compared to 71% in 2010 

http://www.niuzer.com/Florence-AL/State-not-requesting-waiver-yet-6458053.html
http://blog.al.com/sweethome/2011/09/alabama_officials_undecided_on.html
http://www.alsde.edu/Accountability/2011Reports/Press/2011AypNewsRelease.pdf?lstSchoolYear=9&lstReport=2011Reports%2FPress%2F2011AypNewsRelease.pdf
http://www.alsde.edu/Accountability/2011Reports/Press/2011AypNewsRelease.pdf?lstSchoolYear=9&lstReport=2011Reports%2FPress%2F2011AypNewsRelease.pdf
http://juneauempire.com/local/2011-09-08/alaska-look-nclb-waivers#.TntkS9St81M
http://juneauempire.com/local/2011-09-25/state-study-federal-testing-waivers#.ToNvsdSt81M
http://www.alaska-native-news.com/article/State_News/State_News/Murkowski_Criticizes_No_Child_Left_Behind_Waiver_Offer/23342
http://www.eed.state.ak.us/news/releases/2011/News_Release_2011AYP.pdf
http://azcapitoltimes.com/news/2011/09/26/obama-offers-states-more-flexibility-to-meet-no-child-left-behind/
http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/2011/07/27/20110727arizona-schools-fail-test-targets.html
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Arkansas 
 
Status: Submitted 
letter of intent to 
apply in February 
2012 
 

Schedule of Arkansas 
public meetings on NCLB 
waivers 

Nov 2: Ark. Education Dept. to 
hold waiver meetings 

 41% of schools made AYP 
LAST YEAR. Data for this year 
is not available yet. 

California 
 
Status: Undecided; 
did not submit 
letter of intent 

Press release: Schools 
Chief Torlakson Seeks 
Relief from NCLB 
Sanctions 
 
Text of letter to Duncan 
 
Sept 23 press release: 
Torlakson: 
"Today's announcement 
represents an 
acknowledgement by the 
Administration that the 
one-size-fits-all policies 
of No Child Left Behind 
are unworkable. 
"We are carefully 
examining the proposal, 
which would appear to 
cost billions of dollars to 
fully implement.  
"I would hope that the 
Administration is 
prepared to provide the 
funds necessary to 

Aug 25: California Seeking “No 
Child Left Behind” Waiver 

Torlakson’s letter asked the 
Department of Education to maintain 
the failing school labels from the 
2010-11 school year. That would keep 
any additional schools from being 
sanctioned and prevent the 
restrictions at already failing schools 
from increasing. 

49% of schools made AYP 
compared to 46% in 2010 

https://app.e2ma.net/app/view:CampaignPublic/id:42578.12508205304/rid:bb2bd1161a1d03809d46299330d2201c
http://washingtonexaminer.com/news/2011/11/ark-education-dept-hold-waiver-meetings
http://arkansased.org/about/pdf/releases/ayp_release_110110.pdf
http://www.cde.ca.gov/nr/ne/yr11/yr11rel60.asp
http://www.cde.ca.gov/nr/el/le/yr11ltr0823.asp
http://www.cde.ca.gov/nr/ne/yr11/yr11rel73.asp
http://www.kpbs.org/news/2011/aug/25/california-seeking-no-child-left-behind-waiver/
http://www.cde.ca.gov/nr/ne/yr11/yr11rel62.asp
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implement these 
provisions, or provide 
greater flexibility to 
California, which already 
has a strong school 
accountability system in 
place. 
 

Colorado 
 
Status: Submitted 
letter of intent to 
apply in November 
2011. Draft waiver 
is on the CDE 
website.  

Sept 23 press release:  
-Colorado anticipates its 
waiver application will 
be sent to ED in 
November, and 
anticipates notification 
of its approval status in 
January 2012.  
 
CDE has posted a draft of 
their waiver application, 
and are accepting 
comments on the waiver 
up to 4 pm on Monday, 
November 7.  
 
Waiver application 
 
Press release: CDE will 
request waivers of 
eleven ESEA 
requirements (listed in 
the release)  

Aug 9: Colorado considers 
applying for No Child waiver 
 
Aug 4: SBE mulls test costs, NCLB 
wavier 
 
Oct 14: Colorado to seek NCLB 
waiver, despite doubts on 
flexibility 

Aug 4: Hammond told the board, 
“We’ve formed a team to start the 
waiver process” from the NCLB law. “It 
would be a tremendous workload help 
for school districts if they had only one 
accountability system.” 
 
Sept 23: Waivers sought by the 
department of education will end the 
state’s use of two different education 
accountability systems which has 
often created confusion because each 
measures different things and can 
result in very different labels for 
schools. 
Colorado’s own accountability system 
is thought to be stronger and more 
robust than the older national system. 
For example, 
·         The Colorado Growth Model 
which focuses on student’s academic 
growth over time strengthens 
Coloradoans’ ability to gauge 
students’ progress toward 

 

http://www.cde.state.co.us/Communications/Releases/20110923president.html
http://www.cde.state.co.us/FedPrograms/dl/consapp_easeawaiver_fullESEAwaiver.pdf
http://www.cde.state.co.us/FedPrograms/dl/consapp_eseawaivers_ESEAwaiver.pdf
http://www.denverpost.com/news/ci_18642942
http://www.ednewscolorado.org/2011/08/04/22519-sbe-mulls-test-costs-nclb-waiver
http://www.denverpost.com/legislature/ci_19109967
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proficiency.  In fact, the Colorado-
developed model of student growth is 
now being used by 14 other states. 
·         Enactment of CAP4K has 
resulted in leaner, clearer standards 
and a more comprehensive 
assessment system focused on college 
and career readiness. 
·         Enactment of the state’s 
Educator Effectiveness system will 
help ensure that every school building 
has a strong leader and every 
classroom has an effective teacher. 
 

Connecticut 
 
Status: Submitted 
letter of intent to 
apply in February 
2012 

 Aug 2: Connecticut may seek 
waiver from NCLB requirements 
 
Aug 14: Connecticut Mulls 
Education Waiver 
 
Sept 26: Education officials dig 
into details of ‘No Child’ waiver 

"We do not have the resources 
necessary to do what No Child Left 
Behind requires," said State Board of 
Education Chairman Allan B. Taylor. 
"Connecticut should certainly apply 
for a waiver." 
 
Connecticut state Board of Education 
Chairman Allan Taylor said the No 
Child Left Behind requirement for 
math and reading proficiency from 
every student by 2014 is not possible, 
at least not without shifting huge 
amounts of money away from other 
necessities. 
 
Sept 26: Gov. Dannel P. Malloy 
announced Friday that the state would 

53% of schools made AYP 
compared to 72% in 2010 

http://ctmirror.org/story/13470/following-lead-other-states-connecticut-eyes-requesting-waiver-nclb-requirements
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB20001424053111904007304576498703645959470.html
http://articles.courant.com/2011-09-26/news/hc-no-child-waiver-0927-20110926_1_waiver-school-districts-fleischmann
http://www.chron.com/news/article/Nearly-half-Conn-public-schools-miss-US-standards-2177983.php
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seek a waiver. 
Delaware 
 
Status: Submitted 
letter of intent to 
apply in February 
2012 
 

Sept 23: Secretary 
Lowery Joins Obama, 
Duncan for NCLB 
announcement 

Sept 23: New Jersey and 
Delaware to be first in line for 
NCLB waivers 

 66% of schools made AYP 
compared to 71% in 2010 
 

District of 
Columbia 
 
Status: Submitted 
letter of intent to 
apply in February 
2012 
 

 Sept 22: Obama prepares to 
revamp NCLB 

Sept 22: DC officials want to see the 
conditions first. 

 

Florida 
 
Status: Submitted 
letter of intent to 
apply in November 
2011 
 

FL Dept. of Ed waiver 
website 
 
Oct 18 presentation to 
Florida State Board of 
Education  

Sept 23: Florida will seek NCLB 
Waiver 
 

Sept 23: State spokesman said the 
state will seek a waiver. Florida has its 
own A-to-F school grading system 
already in place.  
 

11% of schools made AYP  
 

Georgia 
 
Status: Applied 

Sept 21 press release: 
Georgia seeks 
Alternative to NCLB 
Materials: 
Waiver request letter to 
Secretary Duncan 
 
Waiver Appendix A 
(College and Career 

Aug 14: Georgia to request NCLB 
Waiver 
 
Aug 21: Senator Isakson lends 
support to AYP waiver 
 
Sept 20: Georgia to ask for No 
Child Left Behind Waiver 
 

-August 14 - State schools 
Superintendent John Barge said that 
he wants to add a long list of 
measures to the formula Georgia uses 
to determine whether a school passes 
muster, including SAT and ACT scores, 
AP and International Baccalaureate 
tests, and performance in career tech 
classes. 

-63.2% of schools made AYP         
Compared to 71% in 2010 

http://www.doe.k12.de.us/news/2011/0923b.shtml
http://www.newsworks.org/index.php/flexicontent/item/27055-23tmnclb/
http://www.doe.k12.de.us/news/2011/0826.shtml
http://www.washingtonpost.com/local/education/obama-prepares-to-revamp-no-child-left-behind/2011/09/16/gIQAKUrXlK_story_1.html
http://www.fldoe.org/esea/
http://www.fldoe.org/esea/
http://www.fldoe.org/esea/pdf/OverviewSBE.pdf
http://www.miamiherald.com/2011/09/23/2421742/florida-will-seek-no-child-left.html
http://www.fldoe.org/news/2011/2011_06_30.asp
http://www.doe.k12.ga.us/pea_communications.aspx?ViewMode=1&obj=2068
http://public.doe.k12.ga.us/DMGetDocument.aspx/NCLB%20Waiver%20Letter%20to%20Sec.%20Duncan.PDF?p=6CC6799F8C1371F65FA364F9D07A8D3A37FD73F014F3D457108B678C5250C398&Type=D
http://public.doe.k12.ga.us/DMGetDocument.aspx/NCLB%20Waiver%20Appendix%20A.PDF?p=6CC6799F8C1371F6E236DF4C507B529D1824E47519CCBEBB14C3BBBC2D83DCAC&Type=D
http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/2011/aug/14/georgia-request-no-child-waiver/
http://mdjonline.com/view/full_story/15167292/article-Sen--Isakson-lends-support-to-AYP-waiver?instance=secondary_story_left_column
http://www.11alive.com/news/article/206131/3/Georgia-to-ask-for-No-Child-Left-Behind-waiver
http://www.doe.k12.ga.us/pea_communications.aspx?ViewMode=1&obj=2055
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Ready Performance 
Index) 
 
Waiver Appendix B 
(Supplemental Education 
Services/School 
Choice/Interventions and 
Supports) 
 
Waiver Appendix C 
(CCPRI Category 
Distinctions: High School 
Example) 
 
 

Sept 27: Ga. Among states 
seeking NCLB wavier 

 
Sept 20: Superintendent John Barge is 
in DC to personally give the request to 
Secretary Duncan on Sept 21. The 
request would do away AYP, and 
instead use a “college and career 
ready performance index” including 
things such as attendance rates, 
reading levels in elementary and 
middle schools and ACT and SAT 
scores for high schools. He is also 
asking for the removal of the school 
choice option.  
  
Sept 27: Georgia’s waiver request has 
been delivered to the U.S. Department 
of Education 
 

Hawaii 
 
Status: Submitted 
letter of intent to 
apply in February 
2012 
 

ESEA Flexibility website 
  
Hawaii’s proposed 
timeline; they expect a 
draft to be ready for 
public comment in 
January 2012 

Oct 17: 41 States – including 
Hawaii – Submit Requests to the 
U.S. DOE for a NCLB Waiver, but 
Critics Say That Will Hurt Schools 
In the Future 

In the upcoming months, Hawaii’s 
superintendent says the State 
Department of Education will be 
“engaging and soliciting input from 
diverse stakeholders and communities 
in the development of its request.” 

-41% of schools met AYP 
 

Idaho 
 
Status: Submitted 
letter of intent to 
apply in February 
2012 

Sup. Tom Luna attended 
the President’s White 
House waiver 
announcement.  
 
Sept 23: Superintendent 
Luna applauds increased 

Aug 9: Idaho Educators Weigh In 
On NCLB Waivers 
 
Sept 23: Idaho to seek wavier for 
NCLB Law 
 
Oct 24: Idaho Close to NCLB 

Sept 23: Sup. Luna said “We’ll 
absolutely be one of the first states to 
apply.” 
 
Oct 24: Sup. Luna says the state is 
close to receiving a waiver.  

-62% of schools made AYP, the 
same percentage that made 
AYP in 2010 
 

http://public.doe.k12.ga.us/DMGetDocument.aspx/NCLB%20Waiver%20Appendix%20B.PDF?p=6CC6799F8C1371F6DEAE63EDFB0C54CD67B2872D39F2E0CFAC3F791DA67B892E&Type=D
http://public.doe.k12.ga.us/DMGetDocument.aspx/NCLB%20Waiver%20Appendix%20C.PDF?p=6CC6799F8C1371F6BF92F6BCAB11E7A9D5706582D806104B0EA21C0BF04116D8&Type=D
http://www.times-herald.com/Local/Ga--among-first-states-seeking-waiver-from--No-Child-Left-Behind--provisions--1861638
http://doe.k12.hi.us/nclb/flexibility/index.htm
http://doe.k12.hi.us/nclb/flexibility/timeline.htm
http://doe.k12.hi.us/nclb/flexibility/timeline.htm
http://www.hawaiireporter.com/41-states-including-hawaii-submit-requests-to-the-u-s-doe-for-a-nclb-waiver-but-critics-say-that-will-hurt-schools-in-the-future/123
http://lilinote.k12.hi.us/STATE/COMM/DOEPRESS.NSF/a1d7af052e94dd120a2561f7000a037c/6baf7d23ce54788f0a2578f9000da7c8?OpenDocument
http://www.sde.idaho.gov/site/media_center/current_releases_docs/Supt%20Luna%20Applauds%20Increased%20Flexibility%20Accountability%20for%20States%20September%2023%202011.pdf
http://magicvalley.com/news/local/twin-falls/idaho-educators-weigh-in-on-no-child-left-behind-waivers/article_4c1494a0-9313-56dd-ba55-48a56fef29d1.html?ST=1
http://www.chron.com/news/article/Idaho-to-seek-waiver-for-No-Child-Left-Behind-law-2185150.php
http://www.idahostatesman.com/2011/10/22/1849469/idaho-close-to-getting-no-child.html
http://www.sde.idaho.gov/site/media_center/current_releases_docs/AYP%20Release%20and%20Success%20Stories%20August%201%202011.pdf
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flexibility, accountability 
 

Waiver 

Illinois 
 
Status: Submitted 
letter of intent to 
apply in February 
2012 

Sept 26: Weekly message 
from Sup. Koch. 
“It is very likely that we 
will seek a waiver to 
NCLB.” 

Aug 9: Illinois could opt out of 
NCLB requirements 
 
Sept 28: Chico: Illinois should 
seek No Child waiver 
 
Oct 31: Illinois applies for waiver 
 

Sept 28: “We are going to, eventually, 
work with the governor to seek a 
waiver. And, we’re going to put in 
place, a very strong system of 
accountability, but it will also have the 
ability to recognize schools that aren’t 
making improvements,” Chico said. 
 

47% made AYP LAST YEAR. 
Data for this year is not 
available yet. 

Indiana 
 
Status: Submitted 
letter of intent to 
apply in November 
2011 

 Aug 26: State proposes new 
grading scale for schools 
 
Aug 13: Indiana eyes waivers 
from NCLB law 
 
Aug 12: Bennett: NCLB Waivers 
Can’t  Lower School 
Accountability Standards 
 
Sept 23: Indiana will seek waiver 
to NCLB rules 

--In future years, the state will revamp 
metrics used to decide which letter 
grade schools receive. The new system 
will be what Bennett calls a "growth 
model," taking into account students' 
year-to-year progress on test scores 
and not merely pass/fail data. 
The change, said Bennett, will be 
central to Indiana's request for a 
waiver from the federal government's 
No Child Left Behind law, which has an 
entirely different grading standard for 
schools. 
-Indiana’s waiver request will ask the 
government to accept the state’s 
growth-based accountability law as 
the standard for meeting federal 
requirements. Bennett said Indiana 
also plans to seek more flexibility in 
how it spends federal education 
money.  
 

-51% of schools made AYP 
 

http://www.isbe.net/board/archivemessages/2011/message_092611.pdf
http://www.mysuburbanlife.com/lyons/newsnow/x1852604401/Illinois-could-opt-out-of-NCLB-requirements
http://wjbc.com/chico-illinois-should-seek-no-child-waiver/
http://www.isbe.net/research/pdfs/ayp_analysis10.pdf
http://www.courierpress.com/news/2011/aug/26/state-proposes-new-grading-scale-for-schools/
http://www.mysanantonio.com/news/article/Indiana-eyes-waivers-from-No-Child-Left-Behind-law-1953800.php
http://stateimpact.npr.org/indiana/2011/08/12/bennett-nclb-waivers-cant-lower-school-accountability-standards/
http://www.courierpress.com/news/2011/sep/23/no-headline---ev_waiver/
http://www.doe.in.gov/news/2011/08-August/highmarks.html
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Sept 23: “We’ll be in the first wave of 
states that apply,” said Indiana 
Superintendent of Public Instruction 
Tony Bennett.  
-Indiana officials do not believe in a 
blanket waiver for all states. States 
should demonstrate a clear 
commitment to improving their 
education evaluation process. Waivers 
would allow states like Indiana to use 
their own accountability system for 
schools, which would include the 
growth model used by the Indiana 
Department of Education, he said. 
Indiana officials are also interested in 
applying for a waiver of several 
teacher accountability portions of the 
No Child Left Behind Act, Damron said. 
 

Iowa 
 
Status: Submitted 
letter of intent to 
apply in February 
2012 

Oct 3: Governor 
Branstad released a 
blueprint for 
transforming Iowa’s 
education system, which 
they believe will better 
position Iowa to meet 
the conditions for the 
waiver, Fandel said. The 
blueprint will also 
include a new statewide 
accountability system 
that would most likely 

Aug 9: States wary of NCLB 
Waiver 
Sept 23: Iowa wants waiver from 
federal school law; not sure if 
they will request now or next 
year 

Sept 23: State leaders confirmed 
Friday that they will seek a waiver. 
“We will work with education leaders 
around Iowa to decide what makes 
the most sense — to do a quick waiver 
request or wait until 2012-13,” said 
Linda Fandel, Gov. Terry Branstad’s 
special assistant for education. 
“Getting it in place for this year would 
be a scramble, but I wouldn’t entirely 
rule it out. Waiting until 2012-13 is a 
more likely time frame.” 

63% of schools made AYP 
compared to 65% in 2010 

http://www.omaha.com/article/20110809/NEWS01/110809705/-1
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/article/20110924/NEWS02/309240037/-1/gallery_array/Iowa-wants-waiver-from-federal-school-law
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=2489:2011-state-report-card-for-no-child-left-behind&catid=242:news-releases
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align with that required 
by the U.S. Department 
of Education. 
Press release 
Full blueprint: One 
Unshakeable Vision 
 
Oct 12: Iowa education 
leaders to apply for NCLB 
waiver 

Kansas 
 
Status: Submitted 
letter of intent to 
apply in February 
2012 

August Board of 
Education meeting 
minutes 
Commissioner Diane 
DeBacker said she 
expects that Kansas will 
be in a good position to 
seek a waiver at that 
time. Last February, 
State Board members 
sought a waiver from the 
U.S. Department of 
Education that would 
allow the state to 
maintain its 2009-2010 
AYP targets while it 
worked to implement 
the new Common Core 
State Standards and 
transition to new 
assessments aligned with 
those standards. That 

Aug 15: Kansas Board of Ed. 
Considers Shedding No Child Left 
Behind 
 
Sept 26: Official says Kansas 
might seek waiver to education 
law 
 
Oct 11: State seeks NCLB waiver 

"Now we need to show how we intend 
to measure progress with the whole 
student in mind," said Kansas State 
Board of Education Chairman Dave 
Dennis, of Wichita. 
 
Sept 26: Kathy Toelkes, a 
spokeswoman for the state education 
department, says previous discussion 
about the law by board members 
suggests they will consider a waiver 
request.  
 
Oct 11: The Kansas State Board of 
Education Tuesday afternoon voted to 
apply for a waiver, exempting the 
state from portions of the 
controversial 2001 No Child Left 
Behind law.  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
 
 

-84% of schools made AYP 

http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=2524:one-unshakeable-vision-world-class-schools-for-iowa&catid=830:department
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_docman&task=doc_download&gid=12389&Itemid=4303
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=2527:iowa-education-leaders-to-apply-for-no-child-left-behind-waiver&catid=242:news-releases
http://www.ksde.org/Default.aspx?tabid=93&ctl=Details&mid=1030&ItemID=556
http://www.ksde.org/Default.aspx?tabid=93&ctl=Details&mid=1030&ItemID=556
http://www.ksde.org/Default.aspx?tabid=93&ctl=Details&mid=1030&ItemID=556
http://www.gardneredge.com/news/2011/08/15/4599-kansas-board-of-ed-considers-shedding-no-child-left-behind
http://www.gbtribune.com/section/1/article/22420/
http://www.ksde.org/Default.aspx?tabid=36&ctl=Details&mid=1030&ItemID=555
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request was denied in 
May. Had the waiver 
been granted and the 
state’s AYP targets had 
not risen, 52 more 
schools and 24 more 
districts would have 
made AYP. 
 
October Board of 
Education meeting 
highlights: The majority 
of the work on the 
waiver request will be in 
identifying the type of 
accountability system 
the State will adopt in 
place of the current 
system that requires 100 
percent proficiency in 
reading and 
mathematics by 2014. 

Kentucky 
 
Status: Submitted 
letter of intent to 
apply in November 
2011; draft is 
online for 
comment. 

Oct 28 press release: 
NCLB Waiver Application 
Posted for Comment 
 
Waiver is here 
Waiver appendices 
 
Aug 8: USED Responds to 
Kentucky’s Call for NCLB 
Flexibility 

Aug 8: Kentucky Education 
Overhaul 
 
Oct 3: KY will request NCLB 
Waiver 

 43% of schools made AYP 
compared to 55% in 2010. 

http://www.ksde.org/Default.aspx?tabid=95&ctl=Details&mid=444&ItemID=570
http://www.ksde.org/Default.aspx?tabid=95&ctl=Details&mid=444&ItemID=570
http://www.education.ky.gov/KDE/HomePageRepository/News+Room/Current+Press+Releases+and+Advisories/11-091.htm
http://www.education.ky.gov/NR/rdonlyres/FD017945-468A-4277-9BDA-30044FD7F8DA/0/ESEAWaiverRequest.pdf
http://www.education.ky.gov/NR/rdonlyres/DA275F76-CE5F-4516-BBE6-6E2CD79306B3/0/ESEAWaiverRequestAppendices.pdf
http://www.education.ky.gov/KDE/HomePageRepository/News+Room/Current+Press+Releases+and+Advisories/11-065.htm
http://www.wbko.com/news/headlines/Kentucky_Education_Overhaul_127278983.html?ref=983
http://www.wave3.com/story/15553947/ky-will-request-nclb-waiver
http://www.education.ky.gov/KDE/HomePageRepository/News+Room/Current+Press+Releases+and+Advisories/11-082.htm
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Aug 12: Movement on 
NCLB Waiver requests 
 
The Kentucky Board of 
Education approved the 
final regulation to 
implement a new 
accountability system at 
its August 2011 meeting.  
 
Summary of the new 
accountability system 
 
Side by side comparison 
of the NCLB and 
Kentucky accountability 
models 
 

Louisiana 
 
Status: Undecided; 
did not submit 
letter of intent 
 

 Sept 23: Louisiana unsure if it will 
seek NCLB waiver 

Acting Superintendent Tyler: Tyler 
says her office will only recommend 
seeking a waiver from the federal 
rules and standards if she and her staff 
are convinced the move could help 
improve student achievement. 

This year’s AYP scores are still 
not posted.  

Maine 
 
Status: Submitted 
letter of intent to 
apply in February 
2012 

NCLB Flexibility website 
 
Oct 3 press release: 
Results prove need for 
new accountability 
system.  
Bowen said he is hoping 

Aug 19: Maine will request waiver 
to No Child Left Behind 
 
Aug 24: Maine education boss: 
No Child Left Behind had good 
goals, but is failing schools 
 

Aug: The Maine Department of 
Education plans to submit a waiver 
request to the U.S. Department of 
Education once an alternate 
framework can be developed to 
measure schools’ academic 
performance, state Education 

30% of schools made AYP, 
compared to 44% in 2010. 

http://www.education.ky.gov/KDE/Administrative%20Resources/Commissioner%20of%20Education/Commissioner%20Hollidays%20Blog/Movement%20on%20NCLB%20Waiver%20Requests.htm
http://www.education.ky.gov/Users/spalmer/August%202011%20703%20KAR%205220%20Regulation.pdf
http://www.education.ky.gov/NR/rdonlyres/2127DF36-8D5A-4D59-841D-E0BB09AB3E49/0/080511AccountabilityModelWhitePaper.pdf
http://www.education.ky.gov/NR/rdonlyres/2127DF36-8D5A-4D59-841D-E0BB09AB3E49/0/080511AccountabilityModelWhitePaper.pdf
http://www.chron.com/news/article/Louisiana-unsure-if-it-will-seek-NCLB-waiver-2186027.php
http://www.doe.state.la.us/data/school_accountability_reports.aspx
http://www.maine.gov/education/nclb/accountability.html
http://mainedoenews.net/2011/10/03/results-prove-need-for-nclb-flex/
http://www.onlinesentinel.com/news/Maine-will-request-waiver-to-No-Child-Left-Behind-law.html
http://www.sunjournal.com/state/story/1077341
http://www.maine.gov/education/pressreleases/ayp/fy2012/index.html
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to submit Maine’s 
application by mid-
February, the second of 
three possible 
submission dates set by 
the U.S. Department of 
Education. That date will 
give Maine time to 
develop a proposal and 
still put it in place for the 
2012-13 school year. 
 
 
 

 
 

Commissioner Stephen Bowen said. 
 
Before applying for a waiver, Bowen 
said he's waiting for more information 
and guidance from U.S. Secretary of 
Education Arne Duncan and input 
from Maine educators. 
If the feds say yes to a waiver, Bowen 
said he may ask that tests be 
suspended in 2012-13, giving Maine 
time to develop new tests the 
following year. Some states already 
have alternative tests. “We're a couple 
of years out before we're ready to 
deploy,” Bowen said. 
Superintendents said they're delighted 
Bowen is considering a waiver. 
 

Maryland 
 
Status: Submitted 
letter of intent to 
apply in February 
2012 

 Aug 10: Schools want more 
leeway in meeting stricter federal 
education standards 
 
Sept 22: Obama prepares to 
revamp NCLB 
 
Oct 3: Maryland May Seek Waiver 
of NCLB Reforms 
 

Maryland is tracking the waiver 
process but doesn't have any firm 
information yet, said state 
Department of Education spokesman 
William Reinhard 
 
Sept 22: officials in Maryland want to 
see the conditions first 
 
Oct 3: Maryland may apply for a 
waiver, and is “likely to sign on” after 
reviewing all the information, said a 
spokesman.  

55% of schools made AYP, 
compared to 70% in 2010 

Massachusetts  Aug 22: Mass. Education Officials Oct 26: As part of the waiver, the state AYP data has not been 

http://www.gazette.net/article/20110810/NEWS/708109764/1007/schools-want-more-leeway-in-meeting-stricter-federal-education&template=gazette
http://www.washingtonpost.com/local/education/obama-prepares-to-revamp-no-child-left-behind/2011/09/16/gIQAKUrXlK_story_1.html
http://uppermarlboro.patch.com/articles/maryland-may-seek-waiver-of-no-child-left-behind-reforms
http://articles.baltimoresun.com/2011-07-14/news/bs-md-ci-ayp-schools-20110714_1_ayp-city-schools-academic-targets
http://www.wbur.org/2011/08/22/no-child-left-behind
http://www.doe.mass.edu/sda/ayp/2011/default.html
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Status: Submitted 
letter of intent to 
apply in November 
2011 

May Seek No Child Left Behind 
Waiver 
 
Oct 26: State seeks waiver from 
‘No Child’ mandates 
 
 
 

will give its districts six years to halve 
the number of students who are not 
doing grade-level work. This contrasts 
with No Child Left Behind’s goal of 
getting all students to proficiency by 
2014. 

released yet 

Michigan 
 
Status: Submitted 
letter of intent to 
apply in November 
2011 

 Aug 9: No Child Left Behind 
waivers coming to states 

Prior to the Department’s 
announcement, Michigan had 
requested a waiver from testing 
requirements. Michigan’s request 
asked for an exclusion from 
requirements that all students reach 
100 percent proficiency on the tests 
by 2014. State education officials also 
are asking the government to extend 
the proficiency deadline to 10 years 
and lower the target to 80 percent. 

79% of schools made AYP 
Compared to 86% in 2010 

Minnesota 
 
Status: Submitted 
letter of intent to 
apply in November 
2011 

August 16 waiver letter 
to Secretary Duncan 
 
Sept 27 Letter from 
Superintendent to 
Parents on AYP scores 
and waiver plans 
 
Sept 23 press release: 
Commissioner Cassellius 
Applauds Obama’s 
Education Reform 
Package 

Aug 9: Educators Cheer Gov. 
Dayton’s NCLB Waiver Move 
 
Aug 24: Waiver sought for NCLB; 
What’s next 
 
Aug 17: Minnesota seeks NCLB 
Waiver 
 
Oct 3: Minnesota Department of 
Ed releases AYP data 
 
Nov 2: Minn. House committee 

State Education Commissioner Brenda 
Cassellius sent the request August 16 
to the U.S. Department of Education, 
which announced Aug. 8 that waivers 
would be available under certain 
conditions. 
Cassellius wants to hold the law's 
testing benchmarks steady for three 
years instead of letting them increase 
as required. She says that will prevent 
more schools from being wrongly 
called failures. 
She also wants a waiver from the law's 

45% of schools made AYP 
compared to 46% in 2010. 

http://www.telegram.com/article/20111026/NEWS/110269915/-1/NEWS05
http://www.detnews.com/article/20110809/SCHOOLS/108090358/1026/No-Child-waivers-coming-to-states
http://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,4615,7-140--260852--,00.html
http://education.state.mn.us/mdeprod/groups/communications/documents/announcement/021670.pdf
http://hometownsource.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/10/commishletter.pdf
http://education.state.mn.us/MDE/About_MDE/News_Center/Press_Releases/021937
http://www.minnpost.com/learningcurve/2011/08/09/30673/educators_cheer_daytons_nclb_waiver_move
http://www.winonapost.com/stock/functions/VDG_Pub/detail.php?choice=43547&home_page=1&archives=
http://www.crookstontimes.com/news/education/x919536850/Minnesota-seeks-No-Child-Left-Behind-waiver
http://hometownsource.com/2011/10/03/minnesota-department-of-education-releases-ayp-data/
http://www.therepublic.com/view/story/d540a5e654a84b08856e72c76f13fc2f/MN--Education-Overhaul-Minnesota-Waivers/
http://education.state.mn.us/MDE/Data/Data_Downloads/Accountability_Data/NCLB_AYP/index.html
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briefed on state’s request for a 
wavier  

provisions that force struggling 
schools to spend money on certain 
reforms. Cassellius says 600 
Minnesota schools now face the 
sanctions, and the money could be 
better spent. 
 
Nov 2: The Minnesota Department of 
Education remains committed to 
applying for a waiver later this month 
from the U.S. Department of 
Education to portions of the 
controversial federal No Child Left 
Behind law. 
Deputy Commissioner Jessie Montano 
says missing the Nov. 14 deadline and 
applying at the second deadline in 
mid-February won't leave enough 
time to prepare for the next school 
year. 
 

Mississippi 
 
Status: Submitted 
letter of intent to 
apply in November 
2011 

ESEA Flexibility Waiver 
Overview Webinar 

Aug 9: State weighing education 
waiver 
 
Oct 10: Some schools face 
penalties 

Thomas Burhham, state 
superintendent of education, said 
Mississippi still is trying to determine 
whether to seek a waiver from 
provisions of the No Child Left Behind 
Act, the federal law that requires that 
all students meet rigorous testing 
standards. 
 
Oct 10: States have until Wednesday 
to let the U.S. Department of 

75% of schools made AYP 
LAST YEAR.  

http://www.mde.k12.ms.us/odss/video/2011-10-06%2014.59%20ESEA%20Flexibility%20Waiver%20Overview.wmv
http://www.hattiesburgamerican.com/article/20110810/NEWS01/108100308/State-weighing-education-waiver
http://www.clarionledger.com/article/20111011/NEWS/110110339/Some-schools-face-penalties?odyssey=mod%7Cnewswell%7Ctext%7CHome%7Cp
http://orshome.mde.k12.ms.us/ors/accountability/2010/ACC10SUM.pdf
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Education know if they intend to 
request a waiver. 
Mississippi education officials are 
considering doing just that. What still 
is being worked out is whether the 
benefit of being granted a waiver 
outweighs the potential burdens 
attached to it. 
 

Missouri 
 
Status: Submitted 
letter of intent to 
apply in February 
2012 

Sept 23 press release; 
Missouri will consider 
NCLB waiver 
 
Oct 20 press release: 
Missouri signals 
preliminary intent to 
consider NCLB waiver 

Aug 9: Education department 
wants a waiver from NCLB 
 
Oct 27: School officials want to 
see plan on seeking No Child 
waiver 
 

Oct 27: According to a news release 
from the Missouri Department of 
Elementary and Secondary Education, 
state education commissioner Chris 
Nicastro told members of the State 
Board of Education last week she is 
"cautiously optimistic" that the state 
will be well-positioned to submit a 
viable plan by the February deadline. 
 

18.1% of schools met AYP 
compared to 35% in 2010 
 

Montana 
 
Status: Undecided; 
did not submit 
letter of intent 

Press release: 
Superintendent Juneau 
keeps 155 Schools From 
NCLB Sanctions 
 
Letter from MT to 
Secretary Duncan 
 
Compliance Letter 

Aug 16: Montana reaches ‘No 
Child’ compromise 
 
Sept 29: Montana school leaders 
see little help in Obama’s NCLB 
waivers 

Superintendent Denise Juneau has 
been in discussions with the U.S. 
Department of Education that resulted 
in a compromise agreement to use 
Annual Measurable Objectives (AMOs) 
of 84.4 percent in Reading and 70 
percent in Math for the 2010-2011 
school year.  This resulted in an 
increase of 1.4% in Reading and a 2% 
increase in Mathematics. 
 
The scheduled AMO increases for this 
year were 92 percent in Reading and 

-74% of schools met AYP 

http://dese.mo.gov/news/2011/nclb-waiver.htm
http://dese.mo.gov/news/2011/waiver-intent.htm
http://www.missourinet.com/2011/08/09/education-department-wants-a-waiver-from-no-child-left-behind/
http://www.semissourian.com/story/1778232.html
http://dese.mo.gov/news/2011/map-ayp.htm
http://opi.mt.gov/Media_Center/News_Updaters/NewsStories/2011-08-15_112122.html
http://opi.mt.gov/Media_Center/News_Updaters/NewsStories/2011-08-15_112122.html
http://www.opi.mt.gov/PDF/Supt/Dept_of_Ed/2011-08-15_Arne_Duncan_AMO.pdf
http://www.usnews.com/education/blogs/high-school-notes/2011/08/16/montana-becomes-first-state-to-receive-no-child-waiver
http://www.bozemandailychronicle.com/news/education/article_6274cd6e-ea48-11e0-a541-001cc4c002e0.html
http://opi.mt.gov/Reports&Data/Index.html?gpm=1_3
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84 percent in Math. Using these 
compromise targets, only two 
additional districts and sixteen 
additional schools are not making 
Adeqate Yearly Progress (AYP). If 
Montana had raised its AMOs to the 
scheduled increases, 155 additional 
schools and 84 additional districts 
would not have made AYP this year. 
 
Sept 29: Superintendent of Public 
Instruction Denise Juneau, the state’s 
top school official, has said she’s not 
sure whether Montana will even seek 
a new waiver. 
 

Nebraska 
 
Status: Undecided; 
did not submit a 
letter of intent 

 Aug 9: States wary of NCLB 
Waiver 
 
Oct 3: NCLB waiver option of 
uncertain benefit 

-Nebraska officials said they're not 
convinced the state would qualify for 
the waiver because Nebraska has not 
adopted “common core” standards — 
developed for K-12 math and English 
— like some other states. 
Nebraska also has not fully 
implemented a state accountability 
system, which would hold districts 
accountable for student achievement 
on statewide tests. 
Both are high priorities of the Obama 
administration. 
Education Commissioner Roger Breed 
said that based on his initial review 
and a previous conversation with 

 

http://www.omaha.com/article/20110809/NEWS01/110809705/-1
http://journalstar.com/news/opinion/mailbag/article_b8a1dd35-71d8-5e90-80f8-c9c0df7a5d4b.html
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Duncan, “in all likelihood Nebraska 
would not qualify, and it would be a 
waste of everybody's time to put in for 
that waiver and have it considered.” 
 
Oct 3: State Education Commissioner 
Roger Breed said it’s “pretty unlikely” 
Nebraska will apply for a waiver this 
year because the state wouldn’t meet 
the requirements by the application 
deadline times of November or 
February. But the state may move 
toward meeting those requirements in 
the future, depending on Board of 
Education action.  

Nevada 
 
Status: Submitted 
letter of intent to 
apply in February 
2012 

 Aug 26: School Board joins state 
in seeking NCLB waiver 
 
Oct 10: Nevada to apply for NCLB 
exit in February 

-Nevada will take up the offer, said 
Keith Rheault, state superintendent of 
public schools. 
 
Oct 10: Nevada won't apply until the 
alternative February deadline, said 
Keith Rheault, Nevada superintendent 
of public schools.  

45% of schools met AYP  
compared to 49% in 2010. 
 

New Hampshire 
 
Status: Submitted 
letter of intent to 
apply in February 
2012 

 Aug 30: Official says school choice 
debate shows 'No Child Left 
Behind' weakness 
 
Oct 11: NH to miss date for NCLB 
Waiver 

Deputy DOE Commissioner Paul 
Leather said the state is interested in 
looking at receiving a federal waiver 
from NCLB regulations, but the 
process is still unfolding and there are 
many unknowns about requirements. 
 
Oct 11: Leather said the state instead 
will eye a deadline for the second 

28% of schools made AYP 
which is the same percentage 
that made AYP in 2010.  

http://www.lvrj.com/news/school-board-joins-state-in-seeking-waiver-of-no-child-left-behind-128451258.html?ref=258
http://www.lvrj.com/news/nevada-looking-at-february-date-to-apply-for-no-child-left-behind-exit-131488723.html?ref=723
http://nde.doe.nv.gov/AYP/PR_2010_2011_AYP_Results.pdf
http://www.seacoastonline.com/articles/20110830-NEWS-110839972
http://www.nashuatelegraph.com/news/935590-196/nh-to-miss-date-for-nclb-waiver.html
http://www.education.nh.gov/news/ayp11.htm
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round of applications in February of 
next year as a possible target. The 
state also plans to submit a letter to 
the federal Education Department by 
Wednesday expressing interest in 
applying, though not committing fully, 
he said.  
 

New Jersey 
 
Status: Submitted 
letter of intent to 
apply in November 
2011 

Acting Commissioner 
Christopher D. Cerf's 
statement on Secretary 
Arne Duncan's 
announcement of NCLB 
waivers 
 
UJDOE seeks 
feedback/input on NCLB 
waivers 

Aug 8: Acting education chief: NJ 
may seek waiver from NCLB law 
 
Sept 22: Obama prepares to 
revamp NCLB 
 
Oct 5: Legislative update 
 
Nov 1: Lights to Stay on at 
Statewide Afterschool Fund  

Acting Commissioner Christopher Cerf 
said in a release that “We applaud 
Secretary Duncan for his challenge to 
develop next generation 
accountability systems at the state 
level,” but he needed to see the 
details of the waiver application 
before deciding whether to seek one. 
 
Sept 22: “It’s a very clever way to 
manage a political crisis that is not of 
his or the president’s making,” said 
Chris Cerf, acting schools 
commissioner under New Jersey Gov. 
Chris Christie (R). His state intends to 
apply for a waiver. 
 
Nov 1: the resumption of the program 
largely rests on New Jersey’s pending 
application for a waiver from the 
federal No Child Left Behind Act. 
Included in that waiver would be some 
flexibility with federal funding now 
earmarked for outside tutoring. The 

50% of schools made AYP  

http://www.nj.gov/education/news/2011/0809nclb.htm
http://www.nj.gov/education/news/2011/0809nclb.htm
http://www.nj.gov/education/news/2011/0809nclb.htm
https://education.state.nj.us/esea/
https://education.state.nj.us/esea/
http://www.northjersey.com/news/Acting_education_chief_NJ_may_seek_waiver_from_No_Child_Left_Behind_law.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/local/education/obama-prepares-to-revamp-no-child-left-behind/2011/09/16/gIQAKUrXlK_story_1.html
http://ridgewood.patch.com/articles/legislative-update-sexting-no-child-left-behind-waivers-charter-school-approvals
http://www.njspotlight.com/stories/11/1101/0148/
http://www.state.nj.us/education/title1/accountability/ayp/1011/
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application is in the works now, due to 
the federal government on November 
14. 
 

New Mexico 
 
Status: Submitted 
letter of intent to 
apply in November 
2011 

New Mexico’s NCLB 
Waiver Website 
 
Sept 23 press release: 
New Mexico recognized 
at the White House as a 
national leader in 
education reform 
-New Mexico plans to file 
a waiver in the next few 
months 
 
Sept 28 letter to 
Superintendents and 
Principals 
Goals for a waiver: 
-replace current AYP 
reporting system with 
NM’s A-F school grading 
system 
-revamp the teacher 
evaluation system 
-more flexibility for 
federal funds 
 

Aug 27: Public Education 
Department leader gives updates 
about schools in New Mexico 
 
Sept 26: NM has sizable chance to 
win waivers from NCLB 
 

One of Skandera's goals is to modify 
the No Child Left Behind's Adequate 
Yearly Progress system to reflect letter 
grades for the schools. She said she 
favors the A, B, C, D and F method 
rather than the current pass or fail 
system. 
 
 

13% of schools made AYP 
Compared to 23% in 2010 

New York 
 
Status: Submitted 

Sept 23 press release: 
State Ed Commissioner 
King Joins Obama in 

Aug 10: New York State is Taking 
a Wait and See Approach to NCLB 
Waiver 

That’s not the case in New York, 
where state officials say they will wait 
for further indication from the federal 

 

http://www.ped.state.nm.us/skandera/waiver/index.html
http://www.ped.state.nm.us/skandera/waiver/index.html
http://www.ped.state.nm.us/press/2011/New%20Mexico%20Recognized%20at%20the%20White%20House%20as%20a%20National%20Leader%20in%20Education%20Reform.pdf
http://www.ped.state.nm.us/skandera/waiver/Letter%20to%20superintendents%20and%20principals.pdf
http://www.alamogordonews.com/ci_18773746
http://www.ped.state.nm.us/press/2011/New%20Mexico%E2%80%99s%20AYP%20Rankings%20Signal%20The%20Need%20for%20Reform.pdf
http://www.oms.nysed.gov/press/NCLB.WaiverPackageAnnounce.html
http://gothamschools.org/2011/08/10/new-york-state-is-taking-wait-and-see-approach-to-nclb-waiver/
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letter of intent to 
apply in February 
2012 

Announcing Waiver to 
NCLB Law 

 
 
Sept 26: Waiver Waver 
 
Oct 26: Diverse set of 
representatives to state’s NCLB 
waiver “think tank” 
 

government about what strings would 
be attached to those waivers. 
 
Sept 26: Board of Regents Chancellor 
Merryl Tisch declined to comment on 
the collaboration between the 
research fellows and the federal 
government, but did say that New 
York would apply for a waiver from 
one part of the NCLB law. 
“The only waivers we are going to 
apply for are to align our new value-
added and growth models to the 
accountability system,” Tisch said, “so 
we don’t end up identifying 90 
percent of the schools in the state [as 
failing].” 
 

North Carolina 
 
Status: Submitted 
letter of intent to 
apply in November 
2011 

Sept 26 press release: 
State Superintendent 
Joins President for NCLB 
Waiver Announcement 
-Atkinson said that North 
Carolina has already 
submitted a letter to the 
U.S. Department of 
Education stating that it 
would be requesting a 
waiver to allow the state 
greater flexibility for 
meeting the goal of 
improving schools within 

Aug 19: Gov. Perdue says NC 
preparing to ask feds for waiver 
of requirements on No Child Left 
Behind law 
 
Aug 4: Students could be required 
to take ACT tests next year 
 
Sept 24: NC to seek waiver on 
federal education testing law 
 
 
 

Aug 4:”North Carolina would propose 
to replace the federal law with the 
state ABC accountability program, and 
use the ACT results, five-year-
graduation rates and other measures 
as indicators of student readiness for 
college and jobs.” 
 
Sept 24: NC official sent a letter to 
Secretary Duncan in August requesting 
a waiver.  

28% of schools made AYP 
compared to 58% in 2010 

http://nycapitolnews.com/wordpress/2011/09/waiver-waver/
http://gothamschools.org/2011/10/26/diverse-set-of-representatives-to-states-nclb-waiver-think-tank/
http://www.ncpublicschools.org/newsroom/news/2011-12/20110926-01
http://www.carolinapublicpress.org/5704/gov-bev-perdue-says-nc-preparing-to-ask-feds-for-waiver-of-requirements-set-by-no-child-left-behind-nclb
http://www.newsobserver.com/2011/08/04/1389152/act-could-be-required-by-board.html
http://www.chron.com/news/article/NC-to-seek-waiver-on-federal-education-testing-law-2187175.php
http://abcs.ncpublicschools.org/abcs/
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an accountability system 
that is both rigorous and 
fair. The NCDPI intends 
to submit its waiver 
request to meet the first 
submission date of Nov. 
14. 

North Dakota 
 
Status: Undecided; 
did not submit 
letter of intent 
 

ESEA Flexibility Waivers 
website (currently links 
to Federal guidance, no 
ND specific information) 
 

Aug 10: N.D. Unsure If It Will Seek 
NCLB Waiver 
 
 

 47% of schools made AYP 
compared to 73% in 2010 

Ohio 
 
Status: Submitted 
letter of intent to 
apply in February 
2012 
 

 Sept 23: Ohio might seek No Child 
Left Behind waiver 

Sept 23: “Our schools need a new set 
of accountability tools to measure 
their progress. We are actively 
studying what waiver options may be 
available and how they could enhance 
Ohio’s efforts for transitioning to 
more-rigorous standards for learning,” 
said a written statement from State 
Superintendent Stan Heffner. 
 

60% of schools made AYP 

Oklahoma 
 
Status: Submitted 
letter of intent to 
apply in November 
2011 

 Aug 10: Barresi: State would seek 
No Child Left Behind waiver 
 
Sept 28: State Sup talks education 
funding 
 
Sept 29: State to seek waiver 

State Superintendent Janet Barresi on 
Tuesday welcomed the chance to go 
after a waiver to the decade-old No 
Child Left Behind law and laid out 
principles she expects the state will 
use in seeking a waiver later this year. 
 
Sept 29: Barresi told the Board of 
Education that Oklahoma will apply in 

 

http://www.dpi.state.nd.us/ESEA/waivers.shtm
http://bismarcktribune.com/news/local/n-d-unsure-if-it-ll-seek-no-child-waiver/article_e648cdf8-c36e-11e0-90c2-001cc4c03286.html
http://www.dpi.state.nd.us/news/2011/press_release8_5_2011.pdf
http://www.dispatch.com/content/stories/local/2011/09/23/ohio-might-seek-no-child-left-behind-waiver.html
http://webapp1.ode.state.oh.us/cncs/view.asp?id=677369444255813861
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=335&articleid=20110810_16_A1_WASHIN754550
http://paulsvalleydailydemocrat.com/statenews/x1190851511/State-superintendent-talks-education-funding
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=19&articleid=20110929_16_A16_OLHMIY466743
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November. 
 

Oregon 
 
Status: Submitted 
letter of intent to 
apply in February 
2012 

 Aug 10: Schools score below 
federal standards 
 
Sept 9: Kitzhaber promises to 
seek waiver form No Child Left 
Behind 
 
Sept 23: Oregon will seek waiver 
under new NCLB option 

Sept 9: Kitzhaber spokeswoman Sarah 
Carlin Ames clarified that Kitzhaber 
spoke by phone with Duncan, and a 
conference call will be scheduled for 
the fall between Kitzhaber’s staff and 
the Department of Education. 
 
Sept 23: Superintendent Castillo said, 
“the state is already preparing a 
waiver request.”  

54% of Oregon districts made 
AYP for 2010-11, compared to 
71% last year 
 

Pennsylvania 
 
Status: Undecided; 
did not submit 
letter of intent 

 Aug 8: President offers state 
waivers on education 
benchmarks 
 
Sept 21: Pennsylvania ed 
secretary reluctant to seek No 
Child Left Behind waiver 
“Tomalis said he won't make an 
official decision until President 
Barack Obama announces Friday 
what the criteria will be. 
But the waivers would take effect 
in January, and Tomalis said he is 
hesitant to seek one because 
Duncan's successor, if there is 
one, might not keep the waivers 
in place beyond 2012. 
"I personally have a bit of 
reservations about it in that this 
is this secretary's agenda," 

Tim Eller, spokesman for the 
Pennsylvania Department of 
Education, said some of the concepts 
outlined Monday are similar to 
Pennsylvania's reform agenda, but the 
state will withhold judgment on 
whether to apply for waivers until 
after details are released in 
September. 
Duncan said Pennsylvania is in a good 
position for waivers if it seeks them. 
He said it was one of 46 states to sign 
on to the Common Core State 
Standards Initiative, which 
incorporates the best ideas and 
programs from across the country into 
one set of standards. 
 

75% of schools made AYP 

http://www.lebanon-express.com/news/local/article_07de9324-c2db-11e0-81dc-001cc4c03286.html
http://portlandtribune.com/news/story.php?story_id=131560217596713000
http://www.oregonlive.com/education/index.ssf/2011/09/oregon_will_seek_waiver_under.html
http://www.lebanon-express.com/news/local/article_07de9324-c2db-11e0-81dc-001cc4c03286.html
http://www.lebanon-express.com/news/local/article_07de9324-c2db-11e0-81dc-001cc4c03286.html
http://www.lebanon-express.com/news/local/article_07de9324-c2db-11e0-81dc-001cc4c03286.html
http://www.mcall.com/news/nationworld/pennsylvania/mc-pa-waivers-for-no-child-left-behin20110808,0,4022451.story
http://www.goerie.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20110921/NEWS02/309219871
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt?open=512&objID=7234&PageID=1005857&mode=2&contentid=http://pubcontent.state.pa.us/publishedcontent/publish/cop_hhs/pde/single_web/no_workflow_requried/news_and_media/articles/department_of_education_announces_results_of_2011_pssa_exams.html
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Tomalis said, referring to the 
possibility of an administration 
change after the 2012 
presidential election.” 
 

Rhode Island 
 
Status: Submitted 
letter of intent to 
apply in February 
2012 
 

 Aug 12: State May Seek Waiver 
From NCLB Act 
Oct 27: RI seeks federal education 
waiver 

Until the exact requirements are 
rolled out, Education Commissioner 
Deborah Gist could not comment on 
the state’s plan as it relates to the 
waiver process. 
 

82% of schools made AYP  

South Carolina 
 
Status: Submitted 
letter of intent to 
apply in February 
2012 

 Aug 8: State education secretary 
says federal rules unfair 
 
Oct 10: South Carolina delays 
seeking waiver from NCLB until 
2012 
 
Nov 2: State Superintendent Zais 
wants SC out of NCLB 

South Carolina Superintendent of 
Schools Mick Zais says 
"I intend to submit waivers that set 
high expectations for South Carolina 
students while more accurately 
assessing the performance of schools. 
Additionally, we must more closely 
link classroom teachers to student 
performance because every student 
should be taught by a highly effective 
teacher. To accomplish this goal will 
require relief from burdensome 
federal regulations,” he said. 
 
Oct 10: State Education 
Superintendent Mick Zais said last 
month he planned to request the 
waiver as early as November. In the 
letter to U.S. Education Secretary Arne 
Duncan, Zais said the waiver will take 

Only 27 percent of the state’s 
elementary and middle 
schools met all of their federal 
goals in 2011, down from 61 
percent last year. 

http://www.golocalprov.com/news/state-may-seek-waiver-from-no-child-left-behind-act/
http://news.wbru.com/2011/10/ri-seeks-federal-education-waiver/
http://ri-can.org/sites/default/files/RI%20AYP%202011%20Data_1.pdf
http://www.independentmail.com/news/2011/aug/08/state-education-secretary-says-federal-rules-unfai/
http://www.therepublic.com/view/story/f9653919ee2742b68d698f02e50ddb6a/SC--No-Child-Left-Behind-SC/
http://www.postandcourier.com/news/2011/nov/02/zais-wants-sc-out-of-no-child/
http://ed.sc.gov/news/more.cfm?articleID=1764
http://ed.sc.gov/news/more.cfm?articleID=1764
http://ed.sc.gov/news/more.cfm?articleID=1764
http://ed.sc.gov/news/more.cfm?articleID=1764
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more time. "The requirements of the 
waiver process established by your 
office will require a significant amount 
of time and effort" to detail the state's 
plans. 
 
Nov 2: If the state is granted a waiver, 
Zais said, "in turn, we will institute 
some accountability measures that we 
think make sense for our state, our 
administrators and teachers and our 
students."  
Zais also said he is working to 
empower local officials to make 
decisions that fit their schools. 
 
 

South Dakota 
 
Status: Submitted 
letter of intent to 
apply in February 
2012 

 Aug 18: S.D. Working on System 
for School Assessment 
-Education Secretary Melody 
Schopp said a working group of 
educators will meet soon to craft 
a new accountability system that 
will be designed not only to 
qualify for a waiver from the 
federal law for this school year, 
but that also can serve as a long-
term method of holding schools 
accountable after Congress 
makes changes in the federal law. 
 
Oct 11: State DOE to replace 

Earlier this summer, Schopp 
announced that South Dakota would 
hold its annual targets for proficiency 
in reading and math at the 2009-10 
levels. “In the absence of 
reauthorization of the federal law 
overseeing elementary and secondary 
education, I felt strongly that we 
needed to take this stand. If we had 
increased our targets, as laid out in 
our original plan when NCLB first came 
into play, we would have 
inappropriately labeled additional 
schools as failing,” she said. “That’s 
not fair to the schools, and it’s 

80 percent of schools made 
adequate yearly progress for 
2010-11 
 

http://www.yankton.net/articles/2011/08/18/news/doc4e4c73a804299701785690.txt
http://doe.sd.gov/pressroom/news.asp?ID=265
http://doe.sd.gov/pressroom/news.asp?ID=265
http://doe.sd.gov/pressroom/news.asp?ID=265
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NCLB with new plan 
-“Our goal is to submit by 
February” 

certainly not fair to their students.”  
 
Schopp estimates that the number of 
schools that would have missed 
making adequate yearly progress, or 
AYP, in math this year if the targets 
were not held steady would have 
nearly doubled. In reading, she 
estimates the number would have 
almost tripled. Down the road, this 
would have triggered a series of 
required assistance and interventions 
by the state Department of Education, 
which Schopp says her department 
does not have the resources to 
provide.  

Tennessee 
 
Status: Submitted 
letter of intent to 
apply in November 
2011 

 Aug 8: U.S. education secretary: 
Tennessee deserving of No Child 
Left Behind waiver  
 
Sept 24: Gov. Haslam introduces 
Obama at NCLB event 
 
Nov 1: NCLB waiver raises 
questions for Montgomery 
County school leaders 
 

Sen. Lamar Alexander (R-Tenn.), a 
former education secretary, filed a bill 
to restrict Duncan’s ability to issue 
waivers. 
 
Sept 24: Haslam said he has already 
had several conversations with U.S. 
Education Secretary Arne Duncan 
about Tennessee's waiver and is 
optimistic about approval because "all 
the key things the president talked 
about are the things that we're doing 
in Tennessee." 
 
Nov 1: Harris and CMCSS Curriculum 
Director Sallie Armstrong got an early 

 

http://www.knoxnews.com/news/2011/aug/08/us-education-secretary-tennessee-deserving-of-no/
http://www.knoxnews.com/news/2011/sep/24/haslam-introduces-obama-at-nclb/
http://www.theleafchronicle.com/article/20111102/NEWS01/111020314/NCLB-waiver-raises-questions-Montgomery-County-school-leaders?odyssey=tab%7Ctopnews%7Ctext%7CFRONTPAGE
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look at what Tennessee's waiver 
application might look like during a 
webinar with Tennessee Education 
Commissioner Kevin Huffman last 
week. However, Harris said many of 
the specifics weren't revealed, and 
board members shared his frustration 
over the ambiguity on how long the 
program would last and what the end 
goals of new standards might be. If 
the waiver is granted, Adequate Yearly 
Progress would be replaced by Annual 
Measurable Objectives at state, 
district and school levels. Schools 
would be divided into three categories 
based on proficiency, and schools 
could be expected to improve by 4 to 
5 percent and reduce achievement 
gaps by 10 percent each year, which 
Harris called a "very, very ambitious 
goal." 
 

Texas 
 
Status: Undecided; 
did not submit 
letter of intent 

 Sept 30: Texas education 
commissioner wary of Obama 
school relief plan 
 

Sept 30: In an address to school board 
members and administrators from 
across the state, Scott said he has told 
U.S. Education Secretary Arne Duncan 
in recent conversations that he 
"couldn't just ask for a waiver to get 
out of some things and in effect turn 
over the education system of Texas to 
the federal government." 
Despite his comments on the federal 

66% of schools made AYP 
compared to 78% in 2010 

http://www.theleafchronicle.com/article/20111102/NEWS01/111020314/NCLB-waiver-raises-questions-Montgomery-County-school-leaders?odyssey=tab%7Ctopnews%7Ctext%7CFRONTPAGE
http://www.statesman.com/news/texas-politics/texas-education-commissioner-wary-of-obama-school-relief-1889113.html
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/news_release.aspx?id=2147502010
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waiver, Scott said that he still had not 
made a decision on whether to apply 
for one. An agency spokeswoman later 
said she expected a decision in coming 
weeks. 
 

Utah 
 
Status: Submitted 
letter of intent to 
apply in February 
2012 
 

 Sept 23: Obama lets states opt of 
out federal school rules 
 
Oct 17: Utah to apply for relief 
from parts of NCLB 

Sept 23: This summer, Utah was given 
permission not to raise testing goals 
for this year only. State 
superintendent Larry Shumway has 
not yet announced whether he will 
seek a waiver for future years, state 
Office of Education spokesman Mark 
Peterson said Friday. 
 

78% of schools made AYP 
compared to 79% 
  

Vermont 
 
Status: Submitted 
letter of intent to 
apply in November 
2011 

Vermont’s ESEA 
Flexibility website 
 
Oct 31: The Vermont 
House Education 
Committee had a 
briefing on the state’s 
waiver request last 
week. No details are 
available.  
 
Oct 7: Vermont’s letter 
of intent 
 
 
 

Aug 9: Shumlin asks for NCLB 
waiver 
 
Oct 4: Vermont moves forward 
with NCLB waiver 
 
Oct 25: Commissioner Vilaseca 
opinion piece on ESEA waiver 

Aug 9: Shumlin spoke with Duncan on 
Monday. He told members of the 
state Board of Education on Tuesday 
that their conversation was 
encouraging. The governor asked the 
board to work with his administration 
to draft a formal request to Duncan in 
the next 20 days. 
 
Oct 4: The State Board of Education 
voted Monday to allow Education 
Commissioner Armando Vilaseca to 
develop a reason why Vermont 
shouldn’t conform to stipulations in 
No Child Left Behind. 

18% of schools made AYP 

Virginia  Aug 11: 62% of schools labeled Aug 11: Wright said she will -38% of schools made AYP 

http://www.sltrib.com/sltrib/world/52631056-68/education-states-obama-law.html.csp
http://www.sltrib.com/sltrib/news/52732770-78/schools-utah-state-behind.html.csp
http://www.deseretnews.com/article/705390080/One-fifth-of-Utah-schools-didnt-meet-No-Child-Left-Behind-benchmarks-in-2011.html
http://education.vermont.gov/new/html/pgm_esea.html#oped_esea
http://education.vermont.gov/new/html/pgm_esea.html#oped_esea
http://blogs.burlingtonfreepress.com/politics/2011/10/31/lots-of-pre-session-activity-for-vermont-lawmakers/
http://education.vermont.gov/new/pdfdoc/pgm_esea/EDU-ESEA_Waiver_Vermont_Letter_of_Intent.pdf
http://education.vermont.gov/new/pdfdoc/pgm_esea/EDU-ESEA_Waiver_Vermont_Letter_of_Intent.pdf
http://vtdigger.org/2011/08/09/shumlin-asks-for-no-child-left-behind-waiver/
http://www.rutlandherald.com/article/20111004/NEWS01/710049952/1002/NEWS01
http://education.vermont.gov/new/pdfdoc/dept/commissioner_memos/EDU-Commissioner_Vilaseca_Opinion_Piece_on_ESEA_Waiver.pdf
http://education.vermont.gov/new/pdfdoc/dept/press_releases/EDU-Adequate_Yearly_Progress_Determination_Summary_2011.pdf
http://www.washingtonpost.com/local/education/most-virginia-schools-labeled-as-failing-under-federal-law/2011/08/11/gIQAAZpn8I_story.html
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/statistics_reports/accreditation_ayp_reports/ayp/index.shtml
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Status: Submitted 
letter of intent to 
apply in February 
2012 

‘failing’ under NCLB 
 
Sept 26: McDonnell to seek 
waiver from federal education 
law 
 
 

recommend that the Virginia Board of 
Education apply for a legal waiver, 
which is intended to give the state 
time to set up a new accountability 
system that would be based on how 
much students learn throughout the 
year, not just whether they pass or fail 
a test on one day. 
 

Washington 
 
Status: Submitted 
letter of intent to 
apply in February 
2012 

 Aug 15: Washington State Says 
Applying for Waiver Might 
‘Validate’ NCLB 

Aug 15: The state hasn't taken an 
official position on waivers just yet, 
said Nathan Olson, a spokesman for 
the Washington Department of Public 
Instruction. The Evergreen State is still 
waiting (along with everyone else) for 
the details, which are slated to be 
released next month. 
But, "at this point, we probably won't 
apply for a waiver," Olson said in an 
email. "We want to affect positive 
change, not negative change. By 
applying for a waiver, we would be 
sending a message validating NCLB. 
Students in Washington state are 
achieving at higher and higher rates. 
NCLB's all-or-nothing approach 
undercuts that movement. In short, 
the law is flawed." 
 

62% of schools made AYP 
compared to 63% in 2010 

West Virginia 
 
Status: Undecided; 

 Aug 17: State to seek waiver from 
NCLB 
 

Oct 10: State Schools Superintendent 
Jorea Marple says that's an option for 
West Virginia down the road, but at 

48% of schools made AYP  

http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/virginia-politics/post/mcdonnell-to-seek-waiver-from-federal-education-law/2011/09/27/gIQAjWsM2K_blog.html
http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/campaign-k-12/2011/08/washington_state_applying_for.html
http://reportcard.ospi.k12.wa.us/AYP.aspx?groupLevel=District&schoolId=1&reportLevel=State&orgLinkId=1&yrs=16&year=2009-10
http://wvgazette.com/News/201108170400
http://wvde.state.wv.us/news/2386/
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did not submit 
letter of intent 
 
 

Oct 10: State to wait on waiver 
for NCLB  
 
Oct 18: W.Va. Undecided on 
Whether to Seek NCLB Waiver 
 

this point, school officials are taking 
their time. Marple said West Virginia’s 
decision on waivers depends on how 
the Department of Education decides 
to grant them to other states. 
 
Oct 18: West Virginia education 
officials want to see what changes 
other states are planning before they 
decide whether to seek a waiver from 
the federal No Child Left Behind law. 
 

Wisconsin 
 
Status: Submitted 
letter of intent to 
apply in November 
2011 

Sept 23 press release: 
Evers welcomes 
accountability proposals 
from President Obama 

Aug 31: Education Task Force Will 
Identify Wisconsin’s Best Schools 
“State Superintendent Tony Evers 
said the new accountability 
system could help Wisconsin get 
a waiver from the federal No 
Child Left Behind Act.” 
 
Sept 23: Wisconsin may gain 
waiver form federal education 
mandates 
 

Sept 23: Gov. Scott Walker and Tony 
Evers, state superintendent of public 
instruction, are working on a new 
system for assessing the quality of all 
traditional public, public charter and 
private voucher schools. Evers is 
leading a team that's developing a 
statewide educator and principal 
evaluation system that will consider 
the use of student progress data. 
Evers said Friday he welcomed the 
federal administration's offer of 
waivers from "broken federal 
accountability requirements." 
 

89% of schools made AYP 

Wyoming 
 
Status: Undecided; 
did not submit 
letter of intent 

 Aug 9: Changes coming to NCLB 
law 
 
Oct 2: Wyoming considers No 
Child waiver 

Though Wyoming Department of 
Education officials have followed the 
program, they said no decisions have 
been made for or against the waiver 
process. 

71% of schools made AYP 

http://www.wvmetronews.com/news.cfm?func=displayfullstory&storyid=48399
http://www.wtap.com/news/headlines/WVa_Undecided_On_Whether_To_Seek_NCLB_Waiver_132045778.html?ref=778
http://dpi.state.wi.us/eis/pdf/dpinr2011_108.pdf
http://wsau.com/news/articles/2011/aug/31/education-task-force-will-identify-wisconsins-best-schools/
http://www.jsonline.com/news/education/130486678.html
http://dpi.state.wi.us/eis/pdf/dpinr2011_65.pdf
http://www.wyomingnews.com/articles/2011/08/09/news/20llocal_08-09-11.txt
http://www.wyomingnews.com/articles/2011/10/02/news/19local_10-02-11.txt
http://edu.wyoming.gov/Libraries/WDE_Press_Releases/Final_AYP_Press_Release_July_15_2011.sflb.ashx
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Oct 15: Wyoming opts out of 
NCLB waivers (no comment from 
state officials) 

"I know there are strings attached to 
waivers, and I want to be fully 
informed before I have an opinion," 
said State Superintendent of Public 
Instruction Cindy Hill. "I want to do 
anything that will be helpful to 
students, but I (don't) know the details 
or what strings are attached." 
 
Oct 2: There has been no decision 
made on the subject, said Cindy Hill, 
who is the state's superintendent of 
public instruction. 
 

 

http://trib.com/news/state-and-regional/wyoming-opts-out-of-no-child-left-behind-waivers/article_777edf5d-bd92-5377-ad8a-fa83b135fd02.html

